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“It is important to give all you have while you have the chance.”
“March Madness” is upon us. Of course this refers to the annual NCAA basket-

ball tournament. Whenever I think of the tourna-
ment, I cannot help but think of one of the greatest 
coaches ever in college basketball. John Wooden 
coached at UCLA in the 1960’s and 70’s and during 
his time as coach the Bruins won 10 NCAA National 
Championships. In his time, Coach Wooden devel-
oped his Pyramid of Success.

In a time when our schools are being measured by 
the success or failure that students have on reading, 
writing and math tests, it is good to draw a balance. 
Wooden defined the base of success as hard work, 
friendship, loyalty, cooperation, and enthusiasm. 
These are life-long characteristics that all students, 

teachers and staff can work toward in our school. Our education should certainly be 
focused on academic development, but also on the whole person! 

March is a busy time for Trout Lake School. We have close to 70% of our students 
involved in many extra-curricular activities including middle and high school track 
and Destination Imagination. Our girls track team has won three consecutive state 
championships and we are hopeful that the 50 plus athletes that have turned out for 
track teams will continue to produce the qualities of success outlined in  Wooden’s 
pyramid. On April 5-10 we will have the Missoula Children’s Theater coming to 
Trout Lake for the second consecutive year. Last year we had over 40 students 
involved and are hoping for over 50 students this year. If your son or daughter is 
interested in participating have them contact the office, Megan Mersereau or Chaz 
Johnson. 

It is going to be another tough year when it comes to K-12 budgets in the state of 
Washington. If current trends hold we will again lose some funding from the state. 

Last year we were not able to maintain a full voca-
tional (shop) program although we are still offering 
one class in this area. This year, we are also likely to face 
some cuts in our programs as we attempt to deal with 
less money from the legislature. Thanks to excellent lo-
cal support, our district is in good shape financially, but 
we want to remain financially strong in these difficult 
economic times. In addition, there is a lot of talk in the 
legislature these days on the topic of “forced consolida-
tion” of school districts.  Research shows that small 
school districts like Trout Lake do an excellent job of 
educating students. Overall, small school districts have 
higher graduation rates, higher percentage of students 
attending college, higher test scores, and higher levels 
of parent and student satisfaction than do larger school 
districts. Enhancements to small school districts like 
Trout Lake amount to less than 1 percent of all expen-
ditures on K-12 education in the state of Washington. 

Finally, let me add, that the staff and I are already 
looking at next year’s staffing options and are develop-
ing plans to re-distribute our staff in such as way as 
to bring more resources to the K-4 program. These 5 
grades in our school have gone from being the smallest 
part of our school to the largest in the course of the last 
year. It is nice to see a high number of students in our 
K-4 program! When we have finalized a plan, I will be 
happy to share it with all of you. 

As always, if you have questions or concerns, do not 
hesitate to contact me. Have a great spring!

Doug

WHAT’S HAPPENING
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March Students of the Month
Devin Van Laar (left)—nominated 
by Mrs. Nakae. Devin responds 
to suggestions for improving his 
work. Part of the reason for his 
success is recognizing the input of 
helpfulness of others.

Lindsey Scott—nominated by Ms. 
Kaufman. Lindsey is dedicated 
and hard-working. She is kind to 
others.

Tamaira Huffsmith—nominated 
by Mr. Dearden. Tamaira is posi-
tive and gives others credit for the 
good things that they do. She isn’t 
afraid to speak up to praise other 
people. 

Carter Wurzer—nominated by 
Mrs. Baker. Carter is unique 
amongst his peers in that he is 
able to recognize when someone 
is doing something to help him. 
He always responds with a friendly 
face and kind words.

What’s Happening
Thur.- Fri. (March 18- 19)

Early Release- PT Conferences

Fri.- Mon (March 19- 22)
NHS and AP English Ashland Trip

Mon.- Fri. (March 29- April 2)
Spring Break

Wed. (March 24)
Mid- Winter Band Concert

Mon. (April 5)
Missoula Children’s Theater 
Production Practice Begins

Fri. (April 16)
Early Release- Teacher Inservice

Thur. (April 8)
End of 3rd Quarter

Cascade WellnessClinic

Safe, Effective Treatment for:

Over 20 years of experience 
helping individuals improve their lives with 
  gentle, 
          natural, 
                   drug-free, 
                            non-surgical
chiropractic care, massage and nutritionchiropractic care, massage and nutrition

Sports Injuries, Car Crashes, Headaches, Neck & Back Pain

663 Sunnyside Road
Trout Lake, WA 98650

Accepting New Patients!
        Call Now: 509-395-0024

www.cascadewellnessclinic.com

Dr. Rick Allen
Chiropractor & Massage Therapist

Gratefulness: Letting others know by words and actions how they have affected my life. 





2010 Destination Imagination
ACTIVITIES

6 | March, 2010

Devin Van Laar, Maggie Baker, Caitlin Scott, Ben Vollema, Seth Tiffan and Nata-
sha Wilson (below left) made up one of this year’s middle school DI teams, coached 
by Mrs. McKinney. Their challenge was called direct deposit and consisted of design-
ing and building a piece of equipment that would deliver objects over a barrier and 
into a target. The team also had to create and perform a skit about making a decision. 
Their team won first place at the regional DI competition and received the “Spirit of 
DI” award, given to the team that the judges felt showed the most spirit in their per-
formance. They will be leaving for the state tournament in Wenatchee on March, 27. 

James Baker, Kate Underwood, Emily Logan, Tamaira Huffsmith, Genesis Bal-
lard, Emily Tiffan and Corbin Steffy (below right) made up another middle school 
team, coached by Wendy Baker. Their challenge, “DI Bot,” required them to create a 
scene change, integrate a robotic device into their story, create a method to change at 
least one prop into their “DI Bot” and create an original story showing how a charac-
ter’s life may be changed by technology. The team took third place at Regionals.

Mrs. Sherburne coached a DI team consisting of J.D. Cox, Abbie Vermeire, Micah 
Melkonian, Victoria Hawks, Emma Leigh McKinney, Kayla Phillips, and McKinzie 
Wurtz (middle right). Their challenge was called “You’re Gonna Flip,” in which they 
had to create an original story that showed a character’s change in attitude or point 
of view about someone or something . They had to design and feature at least one 
character that was a puppet. Their team took first place at Regionals.

Beau Modrich, Davis Melkonian, Emily Shields, Serena Caballero, Anne Under-
wood, Kia Fee and Ethan Evans (middle left) were coached by Donna Tiffan and also 
chose the problem “You’re Gonna Flip.” The team took first at the regional competi-
tion and also won the “DaVinci Award” which is given to teams that shows outstand-
ing creativity.
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SPORTS

The TLG boys basketball team placed second in 
our district, which was enough to send them to the 
state tournament in Yakima. It has been twelve 
years since the boys team has been to State Bas-
ketball tournament. Their first game was against a 
tough team from Moses Lake, with an ending score 
of 24 to 53. The next day TLG played Kings Way 
Christian—the game was exciting until the end, 
and Kings Way beat the TLG boys by score of 54 to 
50. TLG was knocked out after the loss to Kings 
Way Christian. The team will be losing seniors Tygh 
Schuster, Andy Wells, Donny Woodruff, and Brian 
Langfield, but are looking for a return trip to the 
state tournament again next year. Trading card 
designs by Lucas King, Lindsey Scott and Brendan 
Wells.

State Basketball
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Recru t ng  in 

Sch    ls 
Village Voice writer Jessie Robertson analyzes the arguments for and against military recruiting in schools. 

In order to receive federal funding, schools in the United States 
must allow military recruiters to come into schools and promote the 
military. To some this is a perfectly reasonable requirement as the 
military is a career path that some children might be interested in. 
However, to others, it seems unwise to allow military promoters in 
school because it is believed that not enough information is given. The 
requirement is one that appears to be here to stay though and many 
organizations are looking for a compromise.    

In the Bush Administration’s No Child Left Behind Act of 
2001, there is a section specifically adhering to military recruitment 
in schools. Section 9258 deals with the military’s access to student 
recruiting information, consent of students and parents to the military 
access of this  personal information, and the military’s outreach to 
students. 

In section 9258 the Act states that “each local educational agency 
receiving assistance under this act shall provide, on a request 

made by military recruiters or an institution of higher educa-
tion, access to secondary school students’ names, addresses, 
and telephone listings.” So, if the military asks for it, the 

school must provide.  
However—also according to the Act—“the student 

or the parent of the student may request that the 
student’s name, address, and telephone 

listing not be released 

without prior written parental consent.” Many of you may remem-
ber receiving a form from your local school at the beginning of this 
school year giving you the option to disallow private information to 
reach the military by means of the local educational agencies. The 
form, filled out by students and parents, states that, “I am exercising 
the right to ‘opt-out’ and request that my own name, address and 
telephone number not be released to military recruiters.” The form is 
intended to serve as a request to withhold this information. 

Besides being required to provide the military with students’ 
names, addresses, and telephone listings—should the military 
request them—local educational agencies must “provide military 
recruiters the same access to secondary school students as is provided 
generally to post secondary educational institutions or to prospec-
tive employers of those students.” This means that if the school al-
lows college professors to come to the school and speak to students, 
promoting a university or future job options, then the school must 
also allow military recruiters to come to the school and promote 
their cause. 

In the No Child Left Behind Act there were also provisions made 
allowing private high schools with religious objection to service in 
the armed forces to be excluded from the requirements in section 
9258. As for all other local educational agencies—when the military 
asks for the information, you have to be ready to give it. 

Since its ratification in 2001, there has been much controversy 
over this provision for military recruiting in the No Child Left 

Behind Act. Are recruiters disrupting a student’s 
education by inserting themselves into 

school programs and influencing them 
in favor of the military? Or, is section 
9258 just another way to inform 
students of their career options? After 
all, students do have the right to “opt 
out.” 

After the creation of the Act, nu-
merous organizations have popped up 
all across the United States in reaction 
to this section on military recruitment 
in schools. These parties are generally 
based on the fact that, in their opinion, 

Section 9258 could be overreaching pri-
vacy rights of the students. This view is 

in response to the fact that, according to 
the No Child Left Behind Act, secondary 

schools must give out directory informa-
tion of each student unless the parent or 
student specifically opt out. 

Also, the adverse feelings toward the 

C C
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NCLB Act originally cropped up in some cities in a anti-war move-
ment. This was the case in the organization College Not Combat 
which is a student led organization working to make San Francisco 
a military-free zone. According to the Peace and Freedom Party: 
California’s Feminist Socialist Political Party—which followed the 
actions of the College Not Combat organization—in passing the 
No Child Left Behind Act, the United States Government was 
helping “to ensure the replenishment of military forces by mak-
ing cooperation with military recruitment a condition for schools 
to receive federal education funds” and that, while College Not 
Combat won’t necessarily get San Francisco to be a totally military-
free zone, it will help to “mobilize parents and young people who 
face the pressure of military recruiters. It will get them involved in 
the antiwar movement, and make it easier for students to resist the 
pressure to join the military.” 

Along with recruiters being allowed directory information 
for students, they are also allowed on campuses to promote the 
military and to administer the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery (ASVAB) test. To those against military recruitment 
in schools, this is not an acceptable mode of promo-
tion either. As the School Recruiting Program 
Handbook directs recruiters, recruiters are 
advised to insert themselves into as many 
community programs as possible in or-
der to promote their cause. With this 
in mind, organizations like Leave 
My Child Alone! have seen this as a 
disruption in the learning environ-
ment and are against this military 
involvement.     

In the 120 days after the date 
of enactment of the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001 it was the job of 
the Secretary, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Defense, to notify prin-
cipals, school administrators, and other 
educators about the requirements noted in 
the section. It is the job of the local educa-
tional agencies to notify students and parents as 
to the affects of Section 9258 and the options that it 
leaves each person. However, this mandatory notification to parents 
and students can be carried out in a number of fashions. Often, a 
notification in the school’s handbook can be enough. 

 Although Section 9258 of the NCLB Act certainly has 
many adversaries, there are also those who view the military as just 
another career option, like universities and trade schools. Not to 
mention that, according to the Act, schools are required to treat 
the military as such. So military recruiters are allowed to come into 
schools and inform students as to the options there are in joining 
the armed forces. These presentations are showing students another 
option for life after high school just like a university another career 
day option. 

As with colleges and the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the military 
has its own test that provides the field recruiter with a source of 
leads of high school seniors and juniors qualified for enlistment 
into the army. This test is the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery, or ASVAB. 

The ASVAB “serves as a means of sharing extensive knowledge 
and experience in aptitude testing, career planning, and occupa-
tional information with students and their counselors,” states the 

URASCE (United States Army Recruiting Command) Pamphlet 
350-13. According to the URASCE, the administration of the ASV-
AB acts as a “tool for vocational career exploration through evaluation 
of students’ current aptitudes” that can be useful for students to find 
their future calling. The program also can stimulate interest in military 
jobs and training opportunities in the armed services. 

Also, while military recruiters are, obviously, concerned with 
recruiting students, they are always supposed to have the student’s best 
interests in mind. The URASCE states that their goals ‘go beyond 
enlisting them [students] and extends to a genuine concern for their 
future.” Part of military recruiting is just getting to know students and 
letting them know of another option. 

At Trout Lake School, this clause in the No Child Left Behind Act 
has recently been brought into question by a local organization, the Co-
lumbia River Fellowship for Peace. The Columbia River Fellowship for 
Peace appeared to the school in concern of the military recruitment that 
is allowed to go on during school hours on school campus. The group, as 
indicated by the name, is more focused on the attempt to educate people 

about the realities of war and also to promote peace instead of 
war. 

Naturally, it would be preferred by the Colum-
bia River Fellowship for Peace that military 

recruiters not be allowed in schools at all, but 
according to law, schools that wish to get 

federal funding must be allowed to come 
to schools to promote the military. Es-
pecially since the military is considered 
a future career option. However, at 
Trout Lake School, an arrangement 
has been reached. Since the military 
can’t be banned from the school cam-
pus, the Columbia River Fellowship 

for Peace has asked for equal time in the 
school. This means that if the military is 

allowed in the school a certain number of 
times every year for the students to talk to, 

the Fellowship for Peace shall be allowed in the 
school the same number of times in order to pres-

ent their case in a move of counter-recruiting. 
Also fitting in with the equal time agreement, the 

military is allowed to have a rack of military literature at the front of the 
school. In this same way, the Columbia River Fellowship for Peace now 
has its own rack of counter-recruiting literature next to the military’s 
literature. 

In the Fellowship for Peace’s counter-recruiting promotion, the orga-
nization aims to present facts about the military that the military doesn’t 
tell. The Fellowship means to be an educational tool for students to 
understand exactly what joining the military entails. Trout Lake School 
is allowing the Columbia River Fellowship 
for Peace and the military to promote at 
the front of the school so that students 
gain a balanced amount of information 
for and against the military and will be 
informed in their choices. 



Chase England
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The impact of sports in schools and the evaluation of their worth. 

For many years, students have participated in school sports. Most 
high schools offer at least four sports and an equal number of sports 
for boys and girls. The Trout Lake School district offers the following 
sports: Boy’s soccer, girls’ volleyball, boys and girls basket-
ball and boys and girls track. 

The truth is that school sports are more 
than just fun; They are a great way to 
build leadership skills, coop-
eration and team-
work. They can also 
encourage students 
to do better 
academically. Sports 
can also keep kids from 
partaking in dangerous 
behaviors. Furthermore, sports can be 
a great way to make friends and learn to deal with opponents. 

School sports are a great way to build leadership, cooperation and 
teamwork skills. In sports, it is prudent to be a leader in order to show 
your teammates that it is possible to win. Cooperation is also an im-
portant part of sports. When you get right down to it, a quarterback 
would be nothing without a receiver, soccer would perish without the 
pass and volleyball would die without the dig. Competitiveness is also 

an important part of life that 
sports can improve. 

For example, 
when stu-

dents 

leave high school and look 
for a job, It is important 
for them to know how to 
be competitive within the 
rules. 

In many schools, includ-
ing our own, academics 

play a large part in sports. 
Student athletes who usually 

would not receive very good 
grades can be encouraged to 

improve through the grade 
requirements of the athletic code. 

In our school, if you are failing any of your classes or have below a 2.0 
grade point average on a grade check, you are not allowed to play in 
your sport until you raise your grade. If a student athlete has a failing 
grade or below a 2.0 G.P.A for two grade checks during their sport 
season, are removed from the team. Students to whom athletics mean 
everything usually are encouraged to study and to work harder to pass 
their classes. It has been proven that sports increase an athlete’s aware-
ness of his/her body and how it responds to different circumstances. 
(http://www.enotalone.com/article/5298.html) This is one of the 
reasons why participating in sports reduces the likeliness to abuse 
drugs and alcohol. Also sports give kids something to do that can 
divert them from drugs or alcohol. School sport coaches are also great 
role models to look up to and to learn from. 

 School sports force students to meet and work with other 
people that they may have never met or do not enjoy being around. 
This skill is reflected as you get older in life. For example, you may 
need to work for someone that you despise so that you can get money 
or you may have to work for someone who you have never seen or 
talked to and you must quickly learn what they like. The new people 

you meet in sports can even become lifelong friends. Also, in life, 
you will be faced with opponents whether it is on the field, in the 

streets, or in a court. Learning to deal with these people is an 
important skill to have in life. In every sport, you are faced with 
an opposing force whether it is an opponent or a time. You may 
need to face opposition and competition for a job you are try-
ing to get and you will need to know how to be competitive.

 When asked about the value of school sports, 
athletic Director Mike Wood said “Athletics is one of the best 
ways to teach a lot of things like sportsmanship, winning and 
losing with class and healthy competition in a society where 
competition is very important.” 

12 | March, 2010

Sports? Who needs ‘em?
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Wuthering Heights
Senior, Megan Anderson, reviews the book “Wuthering Heights” by Emily Bronte

 Vengeance. Everyone has felt the pull to take revenge if we are 
wronged. Hopefully we are all able to resist the temptation or stop 
the process before it gets violent and hurtful. The book Wuthering 
Heights by Emily Bronte portrays the consequences when revenge 
becomes an obsession. 

Wuthering Heights is about two childhood playmates, Heathcliff 
and Cathy, who grew up on the Yorkshire moors. Even as children, 
they knew that they belong together and that they will never be 
separated. But as the years go by, Cathy begins to forget her deep 
friendship with Heathcliff. This denial and the harsh treatment he has 
from Cathy’s brother sends Heathcliff away from the family. Upon 
Heathcliff ’s return many years later, the reader discovers Heathcliff ’s 
deceptive, cruel, vengeful, and violent character, formed from his 
mistreatment as a child. Cathy’s sister in law, after being deceived 
into marrying the brute, asks, “Is Mr. Heathcliff a man? If so, is he 
mad? And if not, is he a devil? I sha’n’t tell my reasons for making this 
inquiry; but I beseech you to explain, if you can, what I have married.”

It is evident that Emily Bronte knew how humans interact with 
each other and what people’s true nature can be like. Bronte’s book is 
realistic—she shows both the sorrows and joys of life throughout the 
story. She does not leave out the gruesome and awful aspects in living 
that are often times over looked in books. Also Bronte’s characters in 
the book show what some of mans weaknesses can be. Heathcliff ’s 
son and another character are unable to stand up for themselves or 
for what is right—they continually disregard and turn away from the 
wrong that is being done around them. These faults become a burden 
that stay with these two men for the rest of their lives. 

There are multiple lessons that can be learned from Wuthering 
Heights. One message that was brought up many times in the book 
was the importance of treating other people the way you would want 
to be treated. The effects of treating people wrongly were shown many 
times in this novel. Heathcliff is treated badly by is step brother; this 

ill treatment is one of the reasons Heathcliff ends up being such a 
brutal and angry person. Before Heathcliff was treated wrongly he was 
a pleasant person to be around. The effect of his step brothers bullying 
and rejection from Cathy turned him into a vengeful fiend. From 
reading this book I have realized even more the importance of treating 
others how you would want to be treated. A common “golden rule” 
is to treat others how you would like to be treated—after reading this 
book I have realized the importance of this even more. 

Another important lesson in this book is, in the end revenge 
does not satisfy. Heathcliff, is permanently angered and hurt by past 
conflicts. He becomes obsessed with taking revenge and becomes so 
engrossed with his anger that he never lets it go. “He will never let his 
friends be at ease, and he’ll never be at ease himself !” He holds on to 
his anger for his entire life and it ends up ruining him. Through bit-
terness he damages many other people’s lives. In the end, Heathcliff ’s 
desire to get revenge destroys him and brings him to his death bed. 
The greatest lesson within this book is that in the end, revenge will 
not satisfy. It is not worth the temporary satisfaction for ruined lives. 
It can consume us and become what we live for. When it comes down 
to it, that satisfaction can never bring you peace about the problem—
only forgiveness and letting go of bitterness can bring conclusion to 
such a crisis. 

The book Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Bronte was not a joyful story. 
It was a writing filled with revenge, 
obsession, love, hatred, and bitterness. 
Even though the novel was not filled 
with laughter and happiness I was still 
enthralled by Emily Bronte’s compli-
cated and unique style of writing.

Megan Anderson
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Lunaediesophobia 
Sophomore writer Lindsey Scott gives tips for surviving Mondays.

Lunaediesophobia or the fear of Mondays 
is a very serious condition and should not be 
laughed at.  In fact it is a very common fear 
among the human race.  Mondays represent 
waking up early and having to do something 
productive for the first time since Friday.  Often 
times the stress of just knowing your schedule 
is enough to cause a dysfunction in your mind.  
Symptoms of this happening might include 
forgetting supplies, getting up late, and having 
a, what you might call, “rotten attitude.”  It is 
amazing that people with the fear of Mondays 
even get out of the house seeing as Mondays 
take up one seventh of your life.  There are 
three things you have to remember in order 
to survive a Monday: prepare, comfort, and 
schedule. 

You have to prepare for your Monday 
like you would for an excursion in 
the woods.  You have to have 
everything ready beforehand.  
On Sunday night you need to 
make your lunch, put everything 
that you could possibly need the 
next day in front of the door, and 
layout the clothes you will 
wear.  If you 
do need to 
remember to 
do some-
thing such 
as feeding 
the dog 
or taking 
your lunch 
out of the 
refrigerator 
you should write 
yourself several notes 
and strategically hang them up around the house in places where you 

will likely see them the next 
morning.  The last thing you 
need to do is set your alarm.  
There is nothing worse than 
waking up late on a Monday 
morning.   Basically, you 
want to be so ready for 
Monday that when it comes 
you don’t have to even try 
to think.  

You need to comfort 
yourself throughout the 
day.  Take a shower to wake 

yourself up, make sure you wear comfortable clothing, and listen to 
your favorite music while you go to work or school. You should also 

eat a good healthy breakfast to get 
you going.  This will make you 
feel happier and get you in a good 
mood right from the start.  Pack 
yourself a good lunch that you 
can enjoy or maybe even go out 
to lunch.  Most people’s Mon-
days are filled with frustration, 
procrastination, and depression.  
Your objective is to turn this 
around and make it enjoyable.  If 
you feel your attitude is disinte-
grating you need to stop what you 
are doing and start doing some-
thing to make it more pleasurable.  

Lastly, you need to keep your 
schedule simple.  When you are 

planning your week don’t arrange to 
do wearisome activities on a Monday.  

You don’t want to wake up dread-
ing an event you agreed to go 

to.  One of the best things 
you can do is to do nothing.  

Leave your day completely 
open and have a nice re-
laxing evening at home.   
Or if you are the type of 
person that always needs 

to be doing something 
schedule in activities 

that you will enjoy.  
Sometimes having 

something to look 
forward later on in 
the day is enough 

to get you to pull 
yourself out of bed and 
get going. 

Being prepared, tak-
ing good care of yourself, and planning an enjoyable day are the keys 
to a successful Monday.  Make it so that the first day of the working 
week becomes something to look 
forward to.  Just by follow these 
three easy steps you are guaranteed 
to get more pleasure out of your 
Monday.  So next time someone 
says, “Sounds like someone has a 
case of the Mondays,” you can smile 
at them pityingly and say, “Yes, 
they do.”

Lindsey Scott

There are three 
things you have 
to remember in 
order to survive 
a Monday: pre-
pare, comfort, 
and schedule. 
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Jonathan Livingston Seagull
Eighth grade writer Maggie Baker reveals life lessons from the book by Richard Bach. 

Jonathan Livingston Seagull, a story by Richard Bach, tells about 
the life of a seagull who loves to fly. Contained within this tale are 
several life lessons that any given person must learn throughout the 
course of their lifetime. These are important things to know that help 
people in the many situations they will come across. The book Jona-
than Livingston Seagull displays life lessons of being true and believing 
in yourself, not judging a book by its cover, and that hard work pays 
off in the end.

One of the lessons in this book in to be true to yourself. Jonathan 
is a bird who loves to fly, in a flock that is only focused on survival. 
Although everyone, including his parents tell him that he’s crazy, he 
continues to pursue his dreams. This is what being true to yourself 
means. You must do what you want to do and not be swayed by oth-
ers opinions. If you don’t do what you want in life, what’s the point? 
This ties in with the idea of believing in yourself. That was the key to 
flying for Jonathan and his students. Once you believe in yourself and 
believe that you are free, you can learn to fly. This is true of anything 
you will ever attempt in life. As long as you are doing what you love 

and you believe in yourself, you will not only be able to do it, but 
you will have a lot of fun. 

Another life lesson in this book is that you can’t judge a 
book by its cover. This is displayed in Jonathan’s relation-

ship with the flock. They disapproved of his flying be-
cause they didn’t understand it and wouldn’t take the 

time to try. Towards the end of the book when 
the flock starts calling him the devil and tries 

to attack him, it’s because they never got 
to know him or listened to his side of 

the story. As the reader you know 
that Jonathan is really 

nice and would 
be a good 
addition to 

the flock. The flock doesn’t understand this because they are all judg-
ing, “the book”, by its cover. We all have to remember this lesson in life 
because we all meet people we don’t understand. Maybe they are really 
mean to us, or closed off from the world, but before we judge them, 
we must remember to take time to get to know them. 

The final life lesson is if you work hard at something, you will be 
rewarded. Jonathan learns this with flying. When he works really hard 
at something he’s learning, he is rewarded by being able to progress 
further, so flying in itself is the reward. He is also rewarded after a 
lifetime of flying with the chance to go to heaven and work with other 
birds that can fly as well as him. Here he can learn even more. This is 
the same way things work in life. The more you put into something, 
the more you get out of it. This is the case with anything you do, 
sports, schoolwork, friendships, etc. It is good to remember when try-
ing something new that if you want something out of whatever you’re 
doing you have to put something into it. 

Life lessons will help you wherever you go and whatever you do. 
Just like fables that are read to children, the book Jonathan Livingston 
Seagull, teaches life lessons to its readers. Being true to yourself, not 
judging people before you know them, and that hard work is reward-
ed, are just some of the lessons portrayed in the story. In conclusion, 
Jonathan Livingston Seagull contains quite a few life lessons that need 
not be overlooked.

Maggie Baker 
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The Illustrated Man
Seventh grader McKinzie Wurtz writes about the lessons for society from Ray Bradbury’s novel.

The Illustrated Man by Ray Bradbury is an excellent novel full of 
detailed and meaningful stories. The main themes of the story seemed 
to be about abusing technology, how parents need to know more 
about what their children are up to, and the acceptance of fate even 
if fate is death. I really felt that Bradbury got very detailed, but not so 
detailed that there was no room in your mind for imagination or pre-
dictions. In this book, the characters have very distinct emotions and 
opinions that really make them seem real.  But I think that the most 
common theme and emotion portrayed in this novel is the prospect of 
sanity verses insanity. Bradbury demonstrates through his novel that 
sanity is a flexible state of mind and that desperation, doubt and lack 
of faith, can lead to insanity, or even death.       

For example, in the story “No Particular Night or 
Morning” Hitchcock is driven insane 
with the thought that no one else 
and nowhere else ex-
isted unless he could see 
and prove it was there 
with more than just 
physical proof. When 
his friend, Clemens, 
tried to convince Hitch-
cock that his theories were 
ridiculous, Hitchcock went into a speech 
about his theories. I began to understand 
Hitchcock a little bit more, but still thought 
that he was crazy. My favorite of his theories 
were that memories were like porcupines and that 
you should avoid them at all costs. That each day 
your body falls into one of the millions of num-
bered boxes , so each day you were a totally differ-
ent person and that the day before was not real, so 
that person wasn’t real either.  When the meteor 
crashed through the wall of the rocket right where 
Hitchcock was and he thought that it had specifically tried to kill him, 
I had read enough of Bradbury’s stories to know that Hitchcock was 
either going to die or was going to do something drastic. While he 
was recovering from the unfortunate incident and Hitchcock put on 
an extra space suit and left the rocket, and as he floated through space 
the doctor heard him saying odd things, like no hands or feet or legs. 
Hitchcock had gone so insane with doubt that he didn’t even exist 
in his own mind. It did not matter if he lived or died anymore. His 
doubts lead him to insanity and eventually death in the emptiness of 
space that he had always admired.

A story that’s main theory was the insanity of desperation was 
“The Long Rain”. When a group of men from outer space crashed on 
Venus where the rain never stops falling, they planned to attempt to 
reach a Sun Dome where the people of Venus made an artificial sun 
and were not driven insane by the falling rain. The three survivors 
set out at once, but when they reached the first Sun Dome things 
started to turn sour. The first to go was a man named Pickard and he 
went insane and died. He just laid back and opened his mouth and let 
the rain water fill it up and drowned. I personally was disgusted and 
horrified when I saw what was going on; someone who is totally alive 
acting so dead. In the book it said that he could not even hear or see 
or feel anything anymore.  After that, Simmons lost hope and became 

desperate.  He did not want to die the same way that Pickard did, so 
he told the lieutenant, “‘I’ve got a gun and I say that I m staying. I just 
don’t give a damn any more. I’m not crazy yet, but I’m the next thing 
to it. I don’t want to go out that way. As soon as you get out of sight 
I’m going to use this gun on myself.’” What really upset me was when 
the lieutenant found the Sun Dome twenty minutes later and if Sim-
mons had just hung on a little longer then he could have lived a long 
and happy life.

In the story, “The Man,” however, the man who was driven insane 
was crazy because of his lack of faith. There were three teams of 
astronauts that all wanted to get to this new planet first. Captain Hat’s 
crew was the first to get there. But then no one came out to greet 

them or got excited about the arrival of the 
first rocket ship ever to land 

on their planet. Martin 
shook his head. “ No. 
Take these binoculars sir. 
See for yourself. Every-
body’s walking around. 
They are not frightened. 
They—well, they do not 

seem to care.” I was just as 
shocked at Martin and the captain when 

I realized what was going on. I would 
have been really excited about it, but when 

Martin came back to tell the captain about 
the mayor, well, then I was just dumbstruck. 
I was not suspecting that the man would be 
our version of Jesus. But when Captain Hart 
managed to convince Martin that the man was 
a fake I got really frustrated and angry. One, 
because Martin actually believed the captain 
and two because the captain was too stupid to 

see what was right in front of him! When the 
other rocket landed on the planet and the only survivor crawled out, 
then I began to wonder if the captain would believe in the man or 
not. I was horrified yet again when the captain shot the mayor of the 
city and left to go find the man. The mayor then explained to Martin 
that the captain would never find the man, and that he would wander 
space for the remainder of his life.

Bradbury’s take on insanity differs in the situation of the charac-
ters and the hardships they face. I really enjoyed all the stories in the 
“Illustrated Man” because each of them had a special meaning that 
Bradbury left you to find out on your own. He had a very sad and 
suffering kind of theme to his stories that 
not many authors can do, and he takes 
his point of view and creates his charac-
ters with it. I think that Bradbury’s take 
on insanity is that it is caused by bad 
and unfortunate things that happen in 
people’s lives and that their character 
determines whether or not they will 
overcome insanity.

McKinzie Wurtz



Land of Flowers

     David is purple, nine years old 
and a male. David likes French toast, 

pancakes, bacon burgers, and tater-tots. 
David loves fuzzy things. David is all fuzzy. 

He tells his friends he is near them 
by yelling TRA LAAA! 

     David is climbing in the land of 
flowers. His friends called 
flambingos, are flying in the 

land of flowers, while the cars are 
driving on the gray road. 

     In the Land of Flowers, 
there are pink flowers, purple 
flowers, red flowers, green trees, a 

gray road, a blue and white sky, green 
grass, white flowers and David’s 

burrow house. David’s burrow 
house is purple, light, big and 

round. 
     David has lived there all his 

life. David likes warmth and its 
warm down in his burrow. 
David is going to live 

there all his life. 
Carter Wurzer
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Third grade writing and artwork
Emerging characters and places crawl out of third graders’ imaginations.

Fairy Land 
     Bella lives in a deep burrowing fairyland. Bella’s species is 

called slimy spike ball. Bella is 800 years old. 
     Her home is very big. It is about one mile long and one-hun-

dred miles wide. It is lit by her green glow in the dark slime. 
     Bella’s favorite thing to eat is fairies but she will eat anything 

that walks over her hole. Her favorite tune to sing is “I’m going to 
eat you, you taste so good.” Bella likes where she lives because of all 
the fairies there are to eat. 

     Slimy spike balls can be any color but there is one that is green. 
Bella is the only green one. Bella is one of a kind!

Cole McKinney  

The Story of George and Scronson

George is 27 years old. George is half dinosaur and half bird. George 
has so many scales that he barely can see. And his arm is made out of 
feathers. 

George lives in the high mountains in a warm twisted tree. They are 
on an island called Scronson. The rest of the island was covered with 
water 100,000,000,000 years ago. Scronson has the coolest plants in 
the world. In Scronson it looks like you can touch the stars at night and 
Scronson has the nicest days in the world.

George eats fish and he has lots of friends at Scronson. Everybody is 
happy when they have another friend. George has a strange voice, he is 
strong and very big and his favorite music is hip-hop. 

Daiman Rockwell



STUDENT WORK

March, 2010  | 21  

Davis’s World
There is a creature named Davis. He is 100,000 years 

old! Davis lives on the earth and he likes to scare people. He 
also likes to eat everybody except a boy named Riley. Davis 
always invites Riley in. Riley and Davis like each other. 

There are lots of pine trees that are big and have secret 
doors. They are tall, spikey and have a little bit of pine 
needles. Davis also likes to sing a little tune that goes like 
this: I love stinky, stinky, stinky socks stinky, stinky, socks 
YEAH!

He loves to wear smelly socks, booger shirts and pants 
with holes. His home is a dark and spooky cave. There are 
bats, wolfs, foxes and some bears. It is so slimy that you will 
slip!

He has a long beard, big mustache, 
sharp teeth, a big mouth and he can see 
in the night and in the day. He is unique 
because he can see in the dark. He has a 
long nose, a slimy body, lots of eyes, and a 
strange voice. 

He likes playing video games, play-
ing cards, watching TV, and playing 
poker. 

Riley Allaway

Left Page: Cole McKinney. 
Above: Sean McMahon. 
Below (l to r): Jasmin Nunez and Riley Allaway
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Mi Casa Ideal
Spanish 1 students describe their ideal house and turn it over to an “interior designer” to draw. 

Mi Casa de Ensueño  
Mi casa di ensueño es una casa color blanca de tamaño grande con un jardín muy grande y muchas 

flores blanco es una casa donde pueden vivir seis personal.
El dormitorio debe tener una cama con sabanas de seda, hay un espejo mediano y una ventana muy 

grande, la silla de Madera y un closet muy grande, el dormitorio es color café, en el dormitorio me 
gustaría hablar por teléfono con mis amigas.

El cuarto de baño es mediano color verde, hay un excusado blanco, un lavamanos blanco unas revis-
tas, un espejo pequeño y una regadera, en el baño me gusta bañarme.

La sala es de tamaño grande con ventanal muy grande y cortinas blancas de seda, la sala es color 
blanco, hay unos sofás negros y una mesa pequeña color café con una lámpara sobre ella y un estante 
con libros, en la sala me gusta leer libros

El comedor debe tener una mesa grande y seis sillas de Madera es color blanco con dos ventanas 
grandes y cortinas rojas de polyester y una alfombra color guinda y un florero en el centro de la mesa, 
en el comedor me gusta desayunar con mi familia. 

La cocina es color blanco tiene una estufa mediana, un microondas, un estante con comida, hay 
muchos utensilios y bocadillos en un refrigerador, hay una alfombra de lana y aní me gusta cocinar 
postres

Judith Caudillo

Mi casa ideal no es pequeña y 
no grande.  Cuatro personas viven 
en mi casa.  Mi padre, mi madre, 
mi hermana, y yo.  A fuera mi casa 
es muy guapo con muchos árbo-
les, arbustos, y cesped.  Yo tengo 
un campo de futbol.  Mi casa es 
café con una puerta roja.  La tiene 
un patio y muchas ventanas.  Por 
dentro de la casa están muchos 
cuartos.  

Mi dormitorio es grande.  La 
tiene una cama y unas sabanas 
muy elegantes.  Las sabanas verdes 
di seda con una cobija verde y gris 
de cuadros.  Mi dormitorio tiene 
una veranda grande.  La veranda 
tiene una mesa y tres sillas.  Mi 
dormitorio tiene un escritorio 
y estante gris de madera.  Las 
paredes grises y verdes.  Me gusta 
leer in mi dormitorio.

El baño es muy azul.  Las 
toallas son azules de algodón.  El 
baño tiene una ducha, espejo, 
excusado, y lavamanos azul.  Mi 
baño es liso pero elegante.  Me 
gusta lavar las manos en el baño. 

La sala es blanca y café.  La 
alfombre y los paredes son 
blancos pero los muebles son de 
café.  El sillón y el sofá son del 
cuero.  La lámpara es café y roja.  
La ventana es muy grande con 
cortinas rojas.  Me gusta jugar in 
mi sala.   

El comedor es blanco y rojo.  
Lo tiene una mesa con seis sil-
las.  La mesa de café tiene una 
tela blanca.  La mesa tiene los 
cuchillos, cucharas, tenedores, 
y platos.  Las servilletas rojas 
son de nilón.  El piso café es de 
madera.  Mi gusta comer en mi 
comedor.

La cocina es verde y blanca.  
La cocina tiene una estufa, 
horno, refrigeradora, congela-
dor, y tostador.  Las paredes son 
verdes pero todos aparatos son 
blancos.  Muchas comidas están 
en la cocina.  Me gusta cocinar in 
mi cocina.

Lindsey ScottDrawing by Grace Anton
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Mi casa ideal es una casita pequena. La casita es de madera morena con puertos de 
madera rubia y ventanas blancas. Yo uso muchos veladoras para iluminar mi casita. 
Pero yo necesito unas lamparas. Mi casita ideal es elegante pero comoda y simple. La 
casita es bastante grande para una persona, yo! Pero los visitantes son bienvenidos. Mi 
piso uno es un cuarto sin paredes y puertas. El zaguan, la sala, el comedor, y la cocina 
comparten este cuarto. La puerta de enfriente esta en la pared noreste del zaguan. 

La sala de mi castia esta en el rincon noreste. Yo tengo dos sofas. Los sofas son 
cremitas y suaves. El televisor esta en el rincon. El televisor es pequeno y negro. En 
medio de los sofas hay una mesita con lampara pequena. La mesita  es de madera rubia 
y es bonita. La lampara de cristal y muchos colores es muy elegante y hermosa. En el 
piso esta la alfombra de seda. La alfombra es extranjera y exquisite con muchos colores 
morenos y flecos. En mi sala me gusta leer mucho. Las dos paredes de la sala son rositas 
con el cuadro de la playa y el oceano. 

El comedor esta en rincon suroeste del primer piso. En me mesa de madera, se 
pueden sentar seis personas. Yo tengo seis sillas por mi mesa. Mi mesa es elegante y bo-
nita. El borde de la mesa es redondo. Las sillas es barata pero comodo y de madera con 
cremita asiento. Tambien, la cubierta de la mesa es muy bonita con el borde de encaje 
blance. En la mesa yo tengo dos veladoras. Las veladoras se paren es cristal. Las velado-
ras es alto y blanco. A la izquierda de la mesa es el gabinete queve. El gabinete tiene un 
marco de madera y el panel de cristal tan 
usted puede ver en. El gabinete tambien 
tiene muchos cosas extranjeras. Las cosas 
es muy bonita. Uno pared de el comedor 
es palidzca verde y la otra pared es rosita. 
El gabinete es en la pared rosita. Me 
gusta comer en el comedor.

La cocina esta en el rincon sureste. La 
encimera de mi cocina es granito moreno 
y muy suave. Mi lavamanos  es blanco 
con dos compartemetes. Al lado de mi 
lavamanos esta mi lavaplatos. El lavapla-
tos es negro y reluciente. La encimera 
continua hasta el rincon u sigue haste 
el refrigerador y la nevera negro. El re-
firgerador y la nervera es tambien negro 
y reluciente. En mi cocina, yo tengo una 
elisa con el horno y la barra. El horno 
esta atraves de el lavamanos blanco. Al 
lado de el lavamanos es mi basura negro 
y normal. En mi cocina me gusta cocinar 
y hablar mi amigos. Mi paredes de cocina 
es palidzca y la otro rosita. En el lado 
norte de mi cocina, hay unas escaleras a 
mi segundo piso.

Mi bano esta en mi segundo piso. El 
bano es bonito pero normal. En mi bano, 
hay el lavamanos, los toallas, la banera, 
el excusado, y la ducha. La lavamanos 
blanco es alto y elegante con curvas. Las 
toallas es azul oscuro y grande. La banera 
y la ducha es blanco y plata. El excusado 
es blanco y normal. Tambien, yo tengo 
el estante es cremita y corto. Las parades 
son cremita con flores. Me gusta duch-
arse en mi bano.

Mi dormitorio esta en el segundo 
piso. Mi dormitorio tiene la cama, las co-
bijas, el escritorio, el estante con muchos 
libros y cuadernos, y el ropero. Mi cuarto 

Drawing by Judith Caudillo

favorite es mi dormitorio. Mi cama de madera 
es muy grande con las sabanas azul oscuro y la 
almohanda azul oscuro con el borde de encaje 
cremita. Mis cobijas son muy grande y co-
modo.  Las cobijas cremita y muy bonita.  Mi 
escritorio y la silla es muy elegante. Mi estante 
es cremita con muchos libros de muchos colo-
res y tipos. Me gusto leer, cantar, y escriblir 
en mi dormitorio. Mi ropero es grande y muy 
elegante. Yo tengo muchos ropas en mi ropero. 
La paredes de mi dormitorio es azul cielo con 
cuados de la playa, el oceano, el campo, y la 
jardin. Mi doritorio es muy bonita. 

Amy Underwood
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High School Spanish 1
Spanish 1 students expand their expression through fashion and design. Each student designed clothing outfits 
and presented them to a panel of “reporters” who commented on the designs.

Alyssa Pearce (left and center)
Yaritza Nuñez
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Alyssa Pearce Yaritza Nuñez

Emma Wirth

Tasha Johnson



SophomorePhotography
Mr. Anderson’s tenth grade Web design and journalism students explore Trout 
Lake through the camera’s lens.

Alyssa Pearce  ~  Photoshop compos-
ite (Dogs added to the scene)

Slater Modrich,
ISO 800, 
1/100s, 
 f/4.5, 

Brendan Wells ~  Columbia River 
Sunset. ISO 400, f/22, 1/80 s.



Krista Clark ~  Trout Creek
 ISO 100, f/32, 1 sec.

(Left) Brendan
 Wells ~ Light 
Painting
ISO 100, f/5, 
25-sec.

Brendan Wells ~ Columbia R.
 ISO 100, f/2.8, 1/100 sec.

Krista Clark, Alyssa Pearce, and Slater 
 Modrich ~ Photoshop composite (B/W and 
color)

Photography 
Class 
ISO 400, 
f/10, 30 sec.




