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WHAT’S HAPPENING

What’s Happening
A promising start to the new school year. 

Village Voice Staff – ‘09
Back (l to r): Laura Avila, Brendan Wells, Eli Caudillo, Ashlee Pow-
ell, Chelsea Cox, Lindsey Scott, Lucas King. Front (l to r): Chase 
England, Jessie Robertson. Journalism advisor and photographer 
(not pictured): Dennis Anderson

Principal’s Corner
Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.  We welcome 180 students to our school!  

This is an impressive increase as we closed last year at 160 students.  Notable for this 
year is that we have 17 new eager Kindergarten students and are pleased that 15 
students are part of our first grade class as well.  Our elementary enrollment increased 
from 52 students last year to 68 students currently.   

I was recently reading a story that made me realize how important parents, grand-
parents, and the community are as we seek to provide the very best education we can 
to our students.  A man was lost while driving through the country.  While he was 
trying to find his way, he inadvertently ran his car into a ditch and sunk into the mud.  
Checking his cell phone he had no service and, looking off into the distance, he saw 
the lights of an old farm house.  He decided to make for the house and upon arriving 
the farmer said that “OLD WARWICK” could do the job.  Upon arriving at the car 
the old farmer hooked up Warwick the mule to the car. 

 With a snap of the reigns he shouted “Pull, Fred! Pull, Jack! Pull Ted! Pull, War-
wick!”  The mule pulled the car from the ditch with very 
little effort. 

 The man was amazed and as he patted the mule he 
couldn’t thank the farmer enough.  He did ask one ques-
tion.  “Why did you call out all of those other names 
before you called Warwick?”  

The farmer grinned and said, “Old Warwick is just 
about blind. As long as he believes he’s part of a team, 
he doesn’t mind pulling.” (Adapted from Bits and Pieces 
magazine.)  

The story reminds me that we are part of a team 
when it comes to getting the job of education done.  

We want to encourage you to be involved as much as possible in your child’s edu-
cation.  This means both in the elementary grades as well as those critical middle and 
high school years. Numerous studies show that increased parental involvement can 

help your child in the following ways:
Higher grades and test scores.
Long- term academic achievement.
Positive attitudes and behavior.
More successful programs.
More effective schools.  (http://www.urbanext.uiuc.

edu/succeed/01-parental.html)
In an effort to help all of us become more involved, 

I have found several suggestions that could help you be-
come an involved member of our learning community.  

Don’t wait until a problem arises to get in touch 
with the teacher.  

Give your child’s teacher the benefit of the doubt.   .
Feel free to call the teacher at school during the day.  
Attend school events, such as parent teacher confer-

ences and back to school nights.  
Don’t be afraid to ask all kinds of questions about 

what is happening in your child’s classroom.  
Schedule a classroom visit.  
If time permits, volunteer in your child’s classroom 

or in the school.  
Visit our website at www.troutlake.k12.wa.us 
(Suggestions taken from a pamphlet entitled Help-

ing Your Child Succeed, The Master Teacher)
As always, if you have questions or concerns, don’t 

hesitate to stop by, email, or give me a call.  Thanks for 
your partnership with us!

Doug

Mon-Fri (Oct. 5-Oct. 9)
Bus Ridership Week

Wed. (Oct. 14)
Grade Check, PSAT

Wed. (Oct. 21)
 ASB Mtg - 7:15am, Early Release 
11:48am, PT Conferences 
Board Mtg. 7pm

Thur. (Oct. 22)
Early Release - 11:48am, PT Con-
frences

Fri. (Oct. 23)
Early Release - 11:48am

Fri. (Oct. 30)
Harvest Festival 1:30pm



Left: Maggie Baker, 8th grade (nominated by Mr. Dearden): Maggie is very attentive! 
She listens and responds with thoughtful input. She is courteous to her class-
mates and positive.
Middle: Julio Rico, 9th grade (nominated by Ms. Nakae): Julio has been ex-
tremely conscientious during class about asking questions and consistently does 
homework. He has a positive attitude and is easy to have in class.
Right: Lillie Goodson, 2nd grade (nominated by Mrs. Phares): New this year to Trout 
Lake, Lillie has already shown the ability to listen to directions and then concen-
trate on completing the task despite distractions.
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Students of the Month 
October’s character theme is attentiveness: giving attention to
others, including being considerate, polite, and courteous.

Here’s where your kids have gone with their teachers this September.
September field trips

Katy McKinney’s 5th and 6th grade classes took a field trip on September 17 to 
Spring Creek Fish Hatchery, which raises more than 15 million Tule Fall Chinook 
salmon annually. While there, the class saw spawning salmon and will later raise eggs 
in their own classroom, then release them into the White Salmon River. A visit to 
Bonneville Dam was also on the agenda for that day and the students saw Herman 
the Sturgeon, the 11 foot long, 500 pound, 70 year-old white sturgeon who currently 
resides there. 

Fifth and sixth grade:
Bonneville Dam and Spring Creek Hatchery

After visiting Herman the Sturgeon on their field trip 
to Spring Creek Fish Hatchery and Bonneville Dam, 
the 5th and 6th graders composed this quiz for you 
to test your sturgeon knowledge.

Herman the Sturgeon Quiz

1. How long is Herman the Sturgeon?
a. 11 feet long
b. 15 feet long
c. 30 feet long
d. 500 feet long

2. About how much does Herman weigh?
a. 2000 lbs.
b. 100 lbs.
c. 500 lbs.
d. 650 lbs.

3.About how old is Herman the Sturgeon?
a. 90 years old
b. 70 years old
c. 60 years old
d. 120 years old

4. Where does Herman live?
a. Spring Creek Fish Hatchery
b. In a swimming pool at the 
White    House
c. In the White Salmon River
d. Bonneville Dam and 
Hatchery

5. How many Hermans have 
there been?

a. 1
b. 2
c. 10
d. 100

6. What two colors can a sturgeon be?
a. White and green
b. Blue and pink
c. Red and yellow
d. Turquoise and clear

7. Which of the following is true?
a. Herman the Sturgeon was stolen 

from the hatchery at one point.
b. Herman the Sturgeon escaped from 

the hatchery at one point.
c. Herman the Sturgeon was shot by 

vandals.
d. None of the above

8. How large can wild white sturgeon grow?
a. Over a ton
b. Over 1000 lbs.
c. Larger than a school bus
d. Slightly larger than a Chinook 

salmon
9. In which year was Herman caught?

a. 1970
b. 1998
c. 1898
d. 1953

10. Which is Herman not able to do?
a. Climb a fish ladder
b. Eat crustaceans
c. Eat smelt
d. Live in the ocean

Answers: 1-a, 2-c, 3-b, 4-d, 5-b, 6-a, 7-d, 8-b, 9-b, 
10-a. Note on #7: vandals did steal sturgeon from 
the hatchery ponds a few years back, but not 
Herman.
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On September 23, Trout Lake’s U.S. 
History class, lead by teacher, Mike 
Wood, took a field trip to the Trout Lake 
Cemetery. While there, students were 
to make notes about the dates of those 
buried in the cemetery such as which 
graves contained the youngest and oldest 
individuals and which contained the 
individual who had the earliest birthdate, 
amongst other observations. 

Partway through their time in the 
cemetery, the juniors and seniors that 

compose the class gathered and 
shared some of their observa-
tions: The person in the Trout Lake Cemetery with the earliest birth date was 
Mary A. who was born in 1834; the youngest child who was buried in the 
cemetery was only one day old. Mary A.’s grave was of great interest to the 
class because, currently, they are studying the Civil War and Mary A. would 

have been middle-aged during the Civil War. 
Students also did pencil and paper rubbings of the messages and artwork on 

many of the headstones. These included images of subjects that may have meant 
much to the people who have died and showed how that person may have wanted 

to be remembered, and also messages to the dead from those still living. At many of the 
grave sites, there were flowers and small tokens of love and remembrance. 

 The U.S. History class continued searching the cemetery for about an hour 
and through this time the cemetery helped them to discover just how much of Trout 
Lake’s own history is related to the “bigger picture” of U.S. history. 

 The ninth grade physical science class recently 
visited Underwriter’s Laboratory in Camas, WA.   The 
purpose of the field trip was to expose the students to 
the interface of science and consumer products. Un-
derwriter’s Laboratories does extensive evaluations on 
products for safety and is the world’s primary consumer 
products safety testing facility. 

Students were given demonstrations of tests which 
have been done on products. One of these demonstra-
tions was of a machine that ripped a 2x4 board in half. 
Another was of what happens when 
tin foil is put in a microwave. 
If a product has a hazardous 
defect then Underwriter’s 
Laboratories will not 
approve the item. For in-
stance, when tin foil is put 
in a microwave, it creates 
sparks. If the sparks make 
it so that the entire machine 
bursts into flame instead of 
simply a contained fire inside 
the microwave, then the product 
will not be approved.  When Underwriter’s Laborato-
ries certifies a consumer product for safe usage, it puts a 
UL mark on the product itself. 

 

Ninth grade:
Underwriter’s Laboratory

Eleventh and twelfth grades:
Trout Lake Cemetery 

Ray Holtmann, 1931-2009

Left: Luella Holtmann, 1931-2007

Left and right: Shirley Coate 1915-2002
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Breaking down fact and myth about H1N1 and the 
influenza it causes.

The Truth About Swine Flu

Cascade WellnessClinic

Safe, Effective Treatment for:

Over 20 years of experience 
helping individuals improve their lives with 
  gentle, 
          natural, 
                   drug-free, 
                            non-surgical
chiropractic care, massage and nutritionchiropractic care, massage and nutrition

Sports Injuries, Car Crashes, Headaches, Neck & Back Pain

663 Sunnyside Road
Trout Lake, WA 98650

Accepting New Patients!
        Call Now: 509-395-0024

www.cascadewellnessclinic.com

Dr. Rick Allen
Chiropractor & Massage Therapist

“A deadly disease is quietly killing about 3,500 Americans a 
month and there’s nothing modern medicine can do about it.” This 
is a quote from a news commentator on CBS describing the H1N1 
strand of Swine Flu. It 
seems dismal, but what 
the news commentator 
fails to mention is that 
modern medicine has 
created a vaccine for 
the H1N1 swine flu. 
The US has ordered the 
vaccine and plans to start 
administrating it in mid-
October of this year. 

The type of swine flu 
that is causing the threat 
is the H1N1 strand, 
which is a mutated form 
of the Zoonotic swine 
flu. The Zoonotic Swine 
Flu can only be spread 
from pig to human and 
is very rare. The H1N1 
strand has mutated so 
that it can transmit from 
human to human as well as from pig to human.

There are two main views when it comes to how dangerous the 
Swine Flu truly is. Some think that the H1N1 strand is the pan-
demic that the world is overdue for. These are the people that have 
caused websites selling breathing masks to crash due to a deluge of 
orders, and the people who have caused amazon.com and drugstore.
com to be sold out of Purell hand sanitizer.  The US government is 
also taking a cautious approach to the swine flu and in the words 
of Jon Stewart, “has pushed the panic button. Repeatedly.”  Other 
countries are also being very cautious, like the Egyptian govern-
ment, which ordered the slaughter of 400,000 pigs even though 
no cases of the H1N1 strand have ever been reported in Egypt. 
President Obama, much to his credit, has taken a more subtle ap-
proach saying that “the most important thing right now, according 
to health officials, is that we treat this the same way we would treat 
any other flu outbreaks, just understanding that, because this is a 
new strain we don’t know how it will react.”

H1N1 first seemed more dangerous than it now appears to be. 
However, there is a possibility that the virus could further mutate 
into a more contagious and dangerous virus in the coming months. 
Some people say that the government is trying to etch fear into 
the hearts of Americans when they say things like, “The swine flu 
will wipe out up to 90,000 Americans in the coming months. The 
deadly virus will also infect half the population.” In response, Dr. 
Frienden, chief of the center for disease control and prevention said 
that “...everything we’ve seen in the U.S and everything we’ve seen 
in the world suggests that we will not see those kinds of numbers as 
long as the virus doesn’t mutate.” It may be more appropriate for the 
government to overreact in this situation, rather than reacting too 
little or too late.

The symptoms of the swine flu are extremely similar to those 
of any other seasonal flu which makes swine flu extremely difficult 
to spot. However people have no immunity to the swine flu so it 
is much more contagious. To prevent the spread of swine flu it is 
important wash your hands very often and drink plenty of water. 

 Currently the normally occurring seasonal flu is more 
dangerous than the swine flu because it occurs in much greater num-
bers of people. However, swine flu is much more contagious because 

humans have no immunities to it and if the 
virus mutates to a more dangerous form the 
virus could, after all, potentially be the pan-
demic that will “wipe out 90,000 Americans 
in the coming months.”

Image courtesy of www.findmeacure.com

Chase England
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Escaped mental patient 
captured in Klickitat County
The bizarre tale of the escape and capture of a dangerous mental patient. 

On Thursday, September 17 Phillip Paul, 
a legally insane killer, escaped from the sight 
of authorities during a trip to the county fair. 
What’s worse is Paul had $50 and a back-
pack full of clothes. Still worse is the delayed 
response by hospital officials. Law enforcement 
weren’t notified until two hours after his escape, 
giving Paul a significant head start. 

In 1987 Paul murdered community activist 
Ruth Motley. He confessed to this, saying that 
voices in his head told him that she was a witch. 
He was shortly thereafter committed to Eastern 
State Hospital and diagnosed with paranoid 
schizophrenia. 

Paul escaped briefly in 1991 and ended up 
assaulting the sheriff ’s deputy who arrested 
him. The incident was similar to this one, as he 
escaped on a day trip. 

Once law enforcement had been alerted, 
a massive manhunt was launched. Dozens of federal, 
state, and local law enforcement officers were reas-
signed to Spokane to attempt to find him. These efforts 
were to no avail. Paul was able to elude authorities. 
There was an immediate outcry from government of-
ficials. People wanted to know exactly why a paranoid 
schizophrenic killer had been given $50 and an op-
portunity to escape. It turns out that there were eleven 
hospital employees monitoring thirty-three inmates. 
It’s not surprising that an escape finally happened, as 
it sounds like these day trips aren’t all that rare. Law 
enforcement speculated that he would travel to Sun-
nyside to find his parents.

It turns out that Paul had been telling an old friend 
of his located near Spokane that he was going to be 
released for months. Once he was able to break away 
his unsuspecting friend ended up giving him a ride 
to Goldendale, where the same officer that had been 
assaulted by Paul eighteen years earlier arrested him. 
Police received a tip that Paul had just been dropped 
off in Goldendale around 4 PM on Sunday the twenti-
eth. He was attempting to hitch another ride when he 
saw law enforcement and ran into a wooded area about 
one-hundred yards away. He reportedly gave himself 
up without anymore fight, saying he was “done.” Upon 
arresting him, police learned that he had a hand scythe 
in his backpack, as well as a sleeping bag and leather 
jacket he had gotten from his friend. 

The entire incident has drawn much criticism from 
law enforcement and government officials. They want 
to know why Paul was able to prepare himself so well 
for his escape, with his $50 and a backpack full of 
clothes. Even more importantly, they want to know 
why hospital officials failed to notify law enforcement 

until two hours after his escape. Susan Drey-
fus, secretary of the Department of Social and 
Health Services said “We are committed to 
finding out how and why this happened, why 
there was an unacceptable delay in notifying 
local law enforcement of his escape, and how 
potentially dangerous patients were brought 
to such a public venue with the reported staff 
ratios.” Dreyfus has issued a halt to all field 
trips for “forensic patients” – people who are 
in one of the state’s hospitals as a result of 
criminal pro-
ceedings.

 

Luke Tibbott
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Boys’ Soccer 

Clockwise from top left: Sophomore (and Seattle Times 
Player of the Week) Lucas King leaps high for a header 
against Mt. Vernon  Christian in early September. 
Senior Donny Woodruff clears the ball away from Horizon 
Christian players. 
Freshman Alex King wins the ball away from a Corbett 
defender. 
The 2009 Trout Lake boys’ soccer team.

“This year’s team is phenomenal and across the board, much better 
than last year,” says coach Steve Allaway. This year’s soccer team has 
truly hit the ground running. Last year, the Mustangs scored 19 total 
goals and emerged victoriously out of only 2 games.  However, this 
year’s team has already won five out of seven games and has already 
scored 19 goals. Continued on next page
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 There are five seniors on the team: Chaz Johnson, Morgan Smith, Andy Wells, 
Donny Woodruff and Todd Wells. The only junior playing this year is Alec England. 
(Eli Caudillo has been sidelined for the season with a knee injury.) The team has a 
bright future, however, with sophomores Brendan Wells, Lucas King, and Ramiro 
Avila and freshmen Alex King, Jackson Nakae, J.D Yarnell, Chase England, Jacob 
Wells and Julio Rico. Devin Van Laar is the lone eighth grader on the team. 

One of the team’s greatest achievements thus far has been winning the Trout 
Lake Shootout tournament. At the Shootout, Trout Lake beat City Christian and 
Corbett, and was the top goal-scoring team.

Clockwise from top left: Freshman goalkeeper 
Jacob Wells taking a free kick. 
Sophomore Brendan Wells stuns three Corbett 
defenders with a goal.
Senior Todd Wells sends the ball deep. 
Freshman Jackson Nakae takes a free kick. 
Senior Chaz Johnson grimmaces as he heads 
a goal kick.
Senior Andy Wells pushes the ball forward to 
his forwards.
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Girls’ Soccer 
This year seven girls from Trout Lake are playing on the White Salmon 

Bruins soccer team. Lindsey Scott, Anna Nakae and Katie Yarnell are on the 
varsity team, while Yaritza Nuñez, Ashlee Powell, Krista Clark and Laura Avila 
play for the Junior Varsity team. 

The coaches, Amy Kasenga and José Maya, “know when it’s time to 
work us hard but also love the game and let us have fun at practice” says 

Continued on next page

Clockwise from top left: Sophomore Lindsey Scott 
pushes the ball past a Castle Rock defender.
The Trout Lake members of the Columbia High 
School girls’ soccer team.
Freshman Ashlee Powell takes the ball from a de-
fender in a JV soccer game against Woodland.
Junior Anna Nakae centers the ball in a win against 
Castle Rock. 



Continued on next page
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 JV player Laura Avila. The junior varsity 
team has won one game and lost four 
this season. The varsity girls have won 
four games and have lost one. Despite 
these records, Varsity team captain Katie 
Yarnell thinks that “our team has some 
hidden talent that still needs to come 
out.”  The Bruins girls’ soccer team has a 
great chance of going to state this year if 
they continue to play well. 

Clockwise from top left: Sophomore 
Lindsey Scott as part of a defensive wall.
Senior Katie Yarnell elevates for a header 
over a Castle Rock forward.
Freshman Yaritza Nunez concentrates on 
keeping a pass away from Castle Rock. 
Senior Laura Avila sends a penalty kick 
deep to her teammates.
Sophomore Krista Clark chases down an 
errant pass from a teammate in an early 
September junior varsity contest against 
Woodland. 
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TLG Volleyball

Clockwise from top: The 2009 TLG volleyball team.
Trout Lake went on to win the match in three 
games.
Junior Krissy Yarnell blocks a hit attempt by an 
Arlington player. 
Junior Natasha Johnson tosses the ball high before 
her serve. 
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TLG Volleyball ‘09
Village Voice staff members Chase 
England and Chelsea Cox inter-
viewed head coach Angie Cox about 
her TLG team.
How many Glenwood and Trout Lake 
girls are on the team? 

We have 11 from Trout Lake (6 var-
sity and 5 JV) and 5 from Glenwood 
(3 varsity and 2 JV).

What are your plans and goals for this 
season? 

We plan to work to improve our skills 
especially focusing on commnica-
tion and team unity. Our number one 
goal is to earn a berth to the State 
Tournament.

What are your goals as a coach (what 
do you want the girls to learn)?

I want the girls to learn to have 
confidence in themselves both as 
individuals and as a team. I want 
them to expect to win every time they 
step on the court.

What are some of the team’s strengths 
and weaknesses?

We are a strong team fundamen-
tally with good overall skills. We are 
especially strong servers and are 
hard workers. We still struggle with 
consistency in our attitudes and with 
communication.

Is bringing in a JV team a major differ-
ence in comparison to previous years?

Having a full JV squad is a great 
boost to our program. The more 
playing time each player receives the 
faster they will improve. In past years 
we have sometimes had 13 or more 
players on one team which is very 
difficult.

In your opinion, how is the team doing 
so far?

Fantastic! With the exception of the 
Moro Tournament where we strug-
gled with communication, the team 
has shown more passion and desire 
to win than ever. They are beginning 
to believe in themselves.

What are some differences between 
this year’s team and last year’s team?

Last year, we were a young team 
with only a few returning starters. 
This year, we have 7 returning varsity 
players and that experience is a huge 
advantage. We also have several 
freshmen this year who have been 
playing for several years.

What do you expect of the girls in prac-
tice and in games?

We expect the girls to always give 
110% on the court, whether it’s 
practice or a game. We expect them 
to be on time and be coachable and 
respectful. One of our main mottos is 
“practice how you play- play how you 
practice.”

What is your record of wins and losses 
so far?

We are 5-0 in regular pre-season 
games and 9-3 in tournament play. 
The varsity team took 1st place at 
the Country Christian Tournament on 
September 26th with a 7-0 record. 
The JV is 2-2

Clockwise from top: Coach Angie Cox 
discusses strategy with her TLG team 
between games.
Freshman setter Chelsea Cox puts the ball 
above the net for hitter Liz Vogt.
Junior Veronica Glenn concentrates on a 
pass to her setter.
Senior Dana Kavanagh boogies with a 
Mustang. (The Mustang asked her for a 
“birthday dance” before her game.) 
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JV Volleyball

Clockwise from top left: Senior setter Megan Mersereau 
reaches high to tip the ball over the net. 
JV Coach Bo Arnold (left) and varsity coach Angie Cox talk 
to the JV team during a timeout.
Freshman Mattie Mersereau elevates for a hit in the TLG JV 
game asainst Arlington in mid-September. 
Senior labero Chelsea Webberley reaches to make a 
difficult pass.
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MS Volleyball 

Top left: Coach Morgan Colburn gets his girls ready 
for a match against Glenwood.
Below left: Abbie Vermierre tosses the ball for a 
serve.
Below center: Tamaira Huffsmith concentrates on a 
pass. 
Below right: Riley Steffy enjoys a moment with the 
crowd before her serve. 
Bottom left: Mikayla Phillips gets ready to return a 
Glenwood serve. 
Bottom center: Setter Peggy Reynoso puts the ball 
high for Tamaira Huffsmith. 
Bottom right: Genesis Ballard serves to rival 
Glenwood. 
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The Trout Lake Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP) is an AmeriCorps 
program that has been operating since 2004. 
In the years of its existence neighborhoods 
and properties throughout Trout Lake have 
been mapped to determine their risk level in 
wildfire situations. In 2007, fuels reduction 
and fire fighter access 
projects were completed 
in five Trout Lake 
neighborhoods, and in 
2008 over seven miles 
of shaded fuel breaks 
were created around the 
perimeters of the com-
munity.

This summer, seven 
students and graduates 
of Trout Lake High 
School joined two adult 
leaders in the CWPP to 
help make Trout Lake 
homes and neighbor-
hoods fire-safe. In the first week, a fire safety 
professional oriented the members with 
methods in firewise fuel reduction. Members 
were given first-hand knowledge on how to 
safely and effectively use their tools, as well 
as what types of properties and species of 
trees needed the most attention. In the same 
week, team leaders started assessing high-

Local property owners and our community’s youth benefit from an AmeriCorps plan to make private 
property more fire-wise. 

Community Wildlife Protection

risk properties and scheduled the team’s first 
jobs. 

Throughout the summer the CWPP team 
traveled to properties throughout Trout 
Lake, assessing their risk and making them 
firewise. On the job members would thin 
out small diameter trees with handsaws, re-

move shrubs with loppers, 
and take out low limbs on 
larger trees with pole saws. 
The team focused their 
efforts towards fire hazards 
within 100 feet of the 
house and other structures 
as well as towards fire 
hazards along access roads. 
This ensured that homes 
and other buildings would 
be safe and that if a wildfire 
were to hit, firefighters 
could easily access the 
home. The removed wood 
and shrubbery was then 

stacked in small piles that would either be 
burned or chipped 
by the home owners. 
Along with remov-
ing hazardous forest 
products, team 
members would 
educate homeown-

ers on how to make their homes more fire-
wise, with techniques such as maintaining a 
well watered lawn and using metal instead of 
wood roofing. 

Homeowners weren’t the only ones 
benefiting from this program. The CWPP 
provided the high school and college age 
members with a great summer work op-
portunity. Members were given a monthly 
stipend and upon completing the program 
were also presented with a $1,000 education 
award. On top of the stipend and educa-
tion award, members were able to build 
leadership skills and, working alongside 
peers, learn more about working in a team 
environment. Members were also able to 
provide a service for their own community, 
and witness the changes they made. 

The CWPP and AmeriCorps programs 
such as the Northwest Service Academy 
(Mt. Adams Center) have been structured 
to provide services to communities as well as 
offer job and career development opportuni-
ties for youth and adult volunteers.  

AmeriCorps workers Kristian Rubesh (left) and Craig Opp clear 
brush from  a Trout Lake resident’s property as part of the Com-
munity Wildlife Protection Plan.

Todd Wells
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Since the beginning of the year, I’ve no-
ticed mild changes being made to a segment 
of Monte Pearson’s field across from the gas 
station—mainly, that the field was no longer 
field, but a large area of cultivated land. It was 
only once summer began that I learned that 
this area was the site of the future Trout Lake 
Community Garden. 

The garden was a joint effort on the part 
of many community members. The land came 
from the Pearsons, but it was a man who lives 
in the community, John Schumann, who 
possibly played the greatest role in the execu-
tion of planning and creating the community 
garden. After creating a 
centralized structure for 
the garden, flyers were sent 
out notifying the com-
munity of what was going 
on. People could pay $50 
in order to become a mem-
ber, buy seeds, and to be 
able to have their own plot 
in the garden. 

The original idea was 
to start simply. Seeds were 
planted in mid May of 
this year and Zucchini, 
cucumbers, corn, cabbage, 
beans, and varieties of 

Trout Lake Community Garden
The Trout Lake CSA works to bring in a harvest of vegetables —and 
good will—for the entire community.

squash were grown in the garden by members. 
However, each member was also given a test 
plot in which they could try to grow some-
thing just to see if it would grow. Wheat and 
flax were among some of the plants tried.

 After the plants had grown, there was also 
the issue of how to get them out to the com-
munity. At first, the vegetables were harvested 
and then brought to places such as Trout 
Lake’s Saturday Market to be sold. Unfortu-
nately, it was cumbersome to have to wash 
all of the vegetables and then bring them to 
the Grange. After that approach, a vegetable 
stand was set up right at the garden where 

people could buy the vegetables, however, as 
John Schumann remarked, this was a hassle 
since they still had to harvest and wash all of 
the vegetables. Finally, a you-pick system was 
tried and has, so far, been more successful 
than any other system used to sell the pro-
duce. People from the community come to 
the garden and pay a small price to pick their 
own vegetables from the garden. Members 
of the farm are there and help people learn 
how to pick the food they eat and many bring 
their entire family to these U-Pick sessions. 
You might have seen the “U-Pick” sign set 
up as you drive by the garden on a Tuesday 
afternoon. According to Schumann, this is 
a method that has “helped make the com-
munity more involved with the garden and 
connected with their food.” 

After planting in mid-May, the Trout Lake 
Community Garden is still inservice. Though 
recent frosts have stopped growth for this 
year, hopefully, the garden will be in existence 
for many years to come as it helps to bring 
our community 
together. 

    
 

Jessie Robertson

Is Michael Jackson a role model?
A look at the life of the King of Pop’s influence on music and culture.

What do you think when you hear or see the name 
Michael Jackson—a great singer and performer or a very 
bizarre man? Or both? It’s hard for me to decide what 
I think about Michael Jackson. I see two very different 
personalities; one, an astounding performer with the 
chance of a wonderful future we all dream of having, 
the other a man whose popularity and wealth went to 
his head, an example we should not follow.

Seeing performances by Jackson makes me marvel 
that a human could be so talented. His remarkable 
ability to capture a crowd in awe is incredible. Even 
when Jackson was very young he began using his 
talents. Jackson and his brothers made a band called 
The Jackson Five which quickly began to get the world’s 
attention. At age 13 Jackson had his first solo perfor-
mance with the song Ben a song about his pet rat. His 
career was just getting started. We still hear his greatest hits on 
the radio to this day. 

Jackson grew up in a well known musical family, he was the 

seventh of nine children. He began his solo 
career in 1971 and released his album Thriller 
in 1982. He often preformed his patented 
dance moves, the “robot” and the “moon-
walk” making them extremely popular. His 
work broke down cultural and racial walls 
and influenced a multitude of music artists. 

Then people could begin to see a change in 
Jackson. He had his first plastic surgery at age 
26, narrowing his nose. The media loved the 
controversy. The world saw Jackson changing 
his face again and again, until it was hard to 
remember what he originally looked like; a 
cute African American guy. 

Now we are telling Jackson to rest in peace 
after his unexpected and for many, heart-
breaking homicide. The call came in at 12:21 
PM on a Thursday June 25, 2009. Jackson 
was raced from his home in Los Angeles 
to Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center 
where physicians attempted to resuscitate 
him for over an hour. Jackson was pro-

See “Michael” (p. 19)



ASB Leadership 
Village Voice writer Chase England talks with 2009 ASB officers Anna Nakae (lower left), Liz Vogt (lower right), Veron-
ica Glenn (upper left), Dana Kavanagh (upper right), Alec England and advisor Mike Wood about their roles in leading 
the student body and plans for the coming year.

V.V. What is your ‘job’ in ASB?
Alec: “I am the student representative.  I represent the voice of students of Trout Lake High School 
and introduce their ideas to the school board.”
Anna: “I am the ASB president. What I do is get meeting times set up, make agendas for them, 
and help form and supervise committees.”
Mr. Wood: “(I think you mean ‘what is my role in the ASB?’) I am the ASB Advisor. I 
meet with the officers regularly and the general ASB Council once a month. My job is 
to help develop student leadership and to advise them on the various issues that arise 
throughout the year. I also organize ASB elections, oversee spending and fundraising, 
supervise events such as dances, and I make sure that we are following school policies as 
well as state law regarding ASB issues.”

V.V. What are some popular issues that have been discussed in meetings lately?
Anna: “The October dance, the winter formal, assemblies. We’re going to re-evaluate 
the sports programs and the student of the month award which the ASB will be con-
trolling this year. We’ll also be looking at an all-school fundraiser.
Mr. Wood: “Some of the current ASB issues involve fundraising, the October dance 
and winter formal. In addition,  the ASB officers have been given some new responsi-

bilities this year. They are taking 

the lead in organizing monthly assemblies and working with staff to select the 
Students of the Month.”

V.V. What are some strengths and challenges in this year’s ASB team?
Mr. Wood: One of the strengths of the ASB this year is the commit-
ment of the leadership. I am particularly impressed with President Anna 
Nakae’s efforts in organizing and planning.

V.V. Are there any special plans for this year?
Veronica and Dana: “Yes! We’re doing a Haunted Bash near Hal-

loween and we are trying to get a live band for that. We are also 
doing all of the annual school dances like the Winter Formal and 
we’re looking into a lot of other things.”

V.V. Are there still plans to address the early release topic?
Mr. Wood: All topics are open for discussion. As for the 
question of early release days, that is a complex issue that 
involves a lot of different stakeholders. When we had our 
R.S.V.P. meetings last year “early release days” was listed as 
about the 4th priority among students, after longer lunch, 
reviewing extracurricular offerings and fixing some of the 
drinking fountains. President Nakae has recently appoint-
ed a couple of committees to meet and work on how best 
to approach these issues

 V.V. What do you think is working well at the school and 
what do you think could use 
some working on?

Anna: “I think the school sports 
programs are working out pretty 
well , The school could work on 

the drinking fountains and creating 
revenue for the ASB. “Overall, I want 
to commend the ASB officers as they 

have definitely “hit the ground running” 
to continue to make Trout Lake a great 
school!” Chase 
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WHAT’S NEW

Chelsea Cox

nounced dead at 2:26 PM. We now know he 
had been administered propofol, lorazepam 
and midazolam by his personal physician, 
who has recently been accused of Jackson’s 
murder. Janet Jackson, Michael’s sister, flew 
California, along with the rest of his family. 
Jackson left behind 3 children named Prince 
Michael 1, prince Michael 2, and Paris who 
are all grieving from the loss. Jackson’s former 
wife Lisa Marie Presley says “I am shocked 
and saddened by Michaels death, my heart 
goes out to his children and family.”

In conclusion, I think Michael made many 
mistakes that we should recognize and keep 
from repeating.  It’s very sad that such an 
amazingly talented person could go so wrong. 
Jackson’s life choices are definitely some we 
should remember and keep from repeating 
again.

“Michael” (from p. 17) “Back to School” by Eli Caudillo



Middle School Art
This is an activity the fifth and sixth grade kids really got excited about.  Making “action silhouettes” helped them to 
visualize the proportions for the body.  To make the silhouettes, each student would strike an action pose lying down on 
a sheet of paper and then have a friend draw around them. They had lots of action and fun!

Mrs. Sherburne

MIDDLE SCHOOL ART
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Beau Modrich

Emma Leigh McKinney

Emily Victoria Hawk
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William Wirth

Haley Smith

Levi Smith

Wally Walsborn

MIDDLE SCHOOL ART
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ARTWORK

Levi Browning

Sammi Thompson

Mattie Mersereau

High School Art
The students were asked to select a letter, develop an original style for it,  then break up the background in several 
areas and fill the spaces with original designs or patterns to create a visual contrast between the letter and the back-
ground.               Mrs. Sherburne



ARTWORK
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Alex King

Yaritza Nunez

Chase England

Juana  Rico
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